
 The Parishes of 

OUR LADY IMMACULATE, BRYN &  
St. WILFRID, ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD 

Liverpool R.C. Archdiocesan Trustees Reg. Charity No. 232709 

Archdiocesan website : liverpoolcatholic.org.uk 
 

 Parish Priest: Rev. John Gorman           
Our Lady’s Presbytery, Downall Green Rd, Bryn, WN4 0LZ. 

Tel: 01942 727271  email: ourladysbryn@rcaol.org.uk  
Our Lady’s website: www.ourladysbryn.org.uk 

 

  Deacon: Rev. Malcolm Cunliffe (Retired)                 

4th SUNDAY of ADVENT (C)   
 

Saturday   6.00pm  (StW) Marie Ashby 

Sunday   9.30am  (OLI) Jim Byrne 

                    11.00am  (StO) Frank Howgate   

    6.30pm  (OLI) Parishioners 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

Monday           9.00am  (OLI) Margaret Johnston & Mary Hogan 

Tuesday          9.30am  (StW) In Thanksgiving (VM) 

Wednesday  9.30am  (StO)   Thelma Maguire 

Thursday     9.30am  (StW) Brenda Fishwick 

Friday   9.00am  (OLI)     Christopher Brien 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

Vigil Mass   7.00pm (StO) Parishioners  (Carols from 6.30pm) 

Vigil Mass   9.30pm (StW) Anthony Rogerson (Carols from 9.00pm) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

Saturday   9.30am (OLI) Patricia Allen 

          11.00am  (StO) Henry & May O’Connell 

 

FEAST of the HOLY FAMILY (C) 
 

Sunday   9.30am (OLI) Parishioners 

          11.00am  (StO) Kath Moran 

 

Please note that there is no Vigil Mass at St. Wilfrid’s next Saturday or Evening Mass at Our Lady’s 

next Sunday. 

Week commencing: 19th December 2021 

4th SUNDAY of ADVENT (C)   

  Parish Mass Book: Page 90  Order of Mass: Page 7 

         Preface 2 of Advent: Page 66  Eucharistic Prayer 3: Page 28  

 

Children of Bethlehem 
 

Many thanks to those who supported the Christmas Raffle which raised £172 towards our Bethlehem Fund, as 
well as the craft sales which have, so far, added a further £85.  

 

In place of the usual Crib Offerings, there will be a retiring collection for the Bethlehem Fund after all Masses 
on the 9th January.    



 

Services during the week 
 

Confessions: No Confessions this week 
 

Rosary: Sun: 9.00am (OLI) 
      Mon– Fri: 30 minutes before Mass 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:   
 

Mon-Fri: 10.00am-12 noon (StO) 
 

Novena: Wed: 7.00pm (OLI) 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp will be lit this week for the  
intention of:  

 

Our Lady’s: Sick & Housebound 
Available dates: 26th Dec 

 

St Wilfrid’s: Donnir & Navele Family 
Available dates:  26th Dec  

 

Anniversaries 
 

  19th Dec Raymond Baldwin  Edward Sutton 
  20th Dec     Winifred Boot  Frank Howgate  Joseph Johnson 
  21st Dec Ellen Prior  
  22nd Dec David Reynolds    Elizabeth Rimmer 
  23rd Dec     Mary Hogan       Margaret Johnson  Fr Eamon O’Brien 
  24th Dec Anthony Rogerson 
  25th Dec    Patricia Allen   Frederick King  William McDonald  
    Beryl Marshall  John Reynolds           James Sands 

Archbishop’s Christmas Message 
 
Christmas is a special time, and at the heart of our celebrations is the fact that God became man for us. Two 
thousand years ago there wasn’t a feast of Christmas yet there was still expectation as people longed for the 
coming of the Messiah to transform their lives. We don’t always get what we expect at Christmas and two 
thousand years ago people didn’t expect that the Messiah would be born in poverty, to a refugee family forced 
to leave their home to take part in a census for an occupying power. Homeless, with nowhere to stay they 
found refuge in a cold, dark stable with only the farm animals for company. Yet lives were about to be trans-
formed. 
 
I am sure celebrations were far from the minds of shepherds on a cold, bleak hillside and yet suddenly the an-
gel of the Lord appeared to them, there was light, and glory shone around them – no wonder they were terri-
fied. The first words of the angel to them were ‘Do not be afraid…’ as they went full of joy to Bethlehem to 
greet the new born king. So many of us need those words of the angel today: ‘Do not be afraid…’ Weighed 
down with the cares of life we fear for the future, but Christmas gives us hope as we know that Christ is with 
us. The Prince of Peace comes to us to bring his peace and healing and to give us hope.  
 
Christmas is a time for precious memories too. Memories of Christmases past - maybe recent or long ago. 
Memories of loved ones, just by thinking of them we are saying, ‘we love you…you are still with us in our 
hearts…’ There may be tears too, ‘Do not be afraid’ of them, they are fine because they are a sign of love.  
 
The message of peace and goodwill means it is a time for us to reach out to others, especially to those in need. 
So many people work in the weeks before Christmas to help those in greatest need. We see people giving up 
their time to feed the hungry, and to provide a place of refuge for those who are lonely. Those who work in 
our essential services are there for us too. During the pandemic we have renewed our spirit of care and gener-
osity – we have reached out to others and offered them hope and readily give thanks to those who care.  
 
For Christians the joy of Christmas is found in the Eucharist and the crib. We give thanks to God for the gift 
of his Son who cried out from the manger to remind us of the continuing plight of the homeless, refugees and 
those escaping terror. When we gather as far as restrictions allow us, we remember what it is to be a family no 
matter how few we are or how distant we are from each other. The Holy Family was only three people yet 
proved to be the source of a great love which has overflowed into our lives two millennia later. May our fami-
lies have the child Jesus at their centre as a source of love and a true source of strength. May this Christmas 
time be happy, blessed and peaceful. 
 
+Malcolm 
Archbishop of Liverpool  


